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Concress.—Neither Iouse of Congress
svas ip session yesterday, having adjourned
over on Monday, until to-day, in honor of
the anniversary of the Battle of New Or-
leans. o

Vircixia Lecistatvre.—Oo Monday, in
the Senate, after the reading of the Governor’s
Message, very decided resolutions against
the coercion of & seceding State were offered
by Mr. Douglass, and ordered to be printed.
In the Iouse of Delegates, a committee ap-
pointed for the purpuse, reported very deci-
ded resolutions (see report of proceedings)
against the puwer of the Federal Govern-
ment to coerce a seceding State ur States,
and pledging Virginia to resist with all ber
means any such attempt by the Federal Gov-
ernment so to coerce a seceding sister State.
These resolutions were passed by a vote of
112 ayes to 5 nays. The House, also, pass-
ed a resolution instructing a select committee
promptly to bring in & bill providing for the
calling of a Convention of the people to con-

sider the exigencies of the country.
- e ————

We do not know whatdegree of eredit is to
be given to the accounts in the newspapers,
of the proceedings of the caucus of the Re-
publican members of Congress, held lust
Saturday, when the proposition of the Bor-
der States were rejected. If approaching
correctness, no wonder the fate of the Union
is sealed. Lwvejoy, of Illinois, is represent-
ed to have been characteristically furicus
against all coneiliation, impiously quoting
seripture, as is the wont of such fanaties.—
Grow, of Pa., Ilickman, Chase, &c., are said,
to have opposed all efforts at compromise.—
If the Republic depended upon such men, its
doom would be certain. Norwould there he
a ¢conservative man left to regret its [all.—
Any thing would be preferable to the domi-
nation of such miserable wretches. Thank
God ! however, we s/{{ hope they are but the
“flies on the wheel.?’

——,—

The National Intelligencer “‘deprecates
any action on the part of the Federal Gov-
ernment which would bave for its effect to
intensify and widen the spirit of resistance
which animate a portion ef the Southern
mind.” Conservative men, must every
where, come to the conclusion, that eoercion,
threats, and all that, will do nothing but
Such things will not cure the past,

Nay, they
“resistance’’

harm.
nor prevent what is istended.
would be certain to render
unanimous zod determined—and, in that
case, the Southern States need not fear any
power brought against them. If the Union
can be honorably saved or honorably restor-
ed—let it be done—and that it may be done
we fervently hope and pray—but if it cannot
be done—let the separation be peacef/ul, if
possible.

i

The Baltimore American discusses the “ex-
pense of the crisis” as it will fall on, and
have to be borne at, the North. Besides its
manufacturing establishments, its hotel pro-
perty, its railroads, its merchants, its me-
chanies have all yet to suffer. If Disunion
continues who can estimate the loss to the
North? The erisis, which is doing all the
harm, has been a pet beast with some of
these Northern traders for a dozen years;
and hitherto his expensivencss has not heen
felt or demounstrated.
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Rev. James A. Duncan, a distinguished
preacher of the Methodist Church, Soeuth,
delivered an eloquent sermon on Friday Iast,
in Richmond, in which, it is said, after arous-
ing the feelings of his auditery to the highest
pitch, he declared, in a climax of lofry fervor,
that, “should the arbitrument of buttle be
furced upon us, he would glory in lifting his
voice at the head of Virginia's columns in a
triumphant song of Zion for the safety of vur
families and our homes.”

The Charleston Mercury deciares for war.
1t says that in helding Fortress Sumter and
in attempting to cellect the U nited States
revenue in the harbor of Cha:leston, the
government makes war against South Caro-
lina. 1t says this will be met with war, and
*Yankee commerce will be made the spols
of our privateers.” And in this way, the
direst calamity that can Lefal a people is
hurried on.

e

fivery day and every hour that the North-
ern Stutes, Senutors, Representatives, and
people, delay in, or hold back from, coming
to an amicable and fuir adjusunent o difi-
culties, by doing justice to the South, and

Weregret to see it stated that it is proba-
ble the United States sloop of war Levant,
has foundered at sea, with the loss of all on
board. She has been cruizing among the
Sundwich isiands, and had sailed for Pana-
ma, where she had been expected for near
fifty days. Her officers were:—
Commander, Wm. 1i. Hunt: Lieutenants,
w. C. B. 8. Porter, E. C. Stout, Colville
Terreit, R, . Bowen, Dawson Pheenix, at-
tached to the flag; Purser, A. J. Watson;
Acting Master, J. C. Mosely ; First Licut.
of Marines, R. L. Browning; P:Lsse{:i As-
sistant Surgeon, J. S. Gilliam; J’Lsslst_ant
Surgeon, D. E. Montgomery; Captain’s
Clerk, A. ©O. Shufl: Purspr’s Clerk, C.
Woeudward : Aecting Boatswain, 1. Edmons-
ton; Acting Guover, R. S. King; Carpen-
ter, John Jarvis; Sailmaker, C. 'l‘.,F}'uuL;
Master's Mates, Wm. Lewis, P. Morrison,

Samuel 11 B_mw_n. .

The Baltimore Americansays: “We know
that the plan of compromise submitted by
the venerable Senator from Kentucky meets
with the unanimous approval of the people
ol this State. We do not believe there are
in Maryland one hundred men who would
not cheerfully accept that plan as a fair,
equal and conclusive settlement of all the
irritating questions that now afflict and dis-
tract the country. Almost the same unanim-
ity in'relation to it prevails in zll the Bor-
der Slave States, whilst in the adjoining
Free States, especially in Pennsylvauia, there
is an increasing coocentration of opinion
apon it as offering the most available point
of agreement.”

" Hon. Humphrey Marshall, of Kentucky,
has written a letter, in favor of sustaining
the Union as long as our rights can be sus-
tained, and is not willing to despair of ob-
taining those rights by peaceable and henor-
able means. '

A reward of one thousand dollars is offer-
ed in New York, for the recovery of a boy
about filteen vears of age, vamed Walter
Tucker, who was forcibly kiduapped from
his room «t No. 23 Amity street, while re-
tiring to bed about half past nine o’clock on
Priday night.

There are but few vessels, it is said, with
which eperations in the barbor of Charleston
could be eondacted with advantage, and
these are priveipally gunboats,
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The United States revenue cutier For-
ward, Capt. Nones, sailed from Wilmington,
Delaware, on Thursday last, under secret

orders,
— e ————

The wife of Major Anderson (1 daughter
of Gen Clineh) has, it is stated, gone quiet-
ly to Charleston, only attended by a ser-
vant.

S

Gov, Perry., of Florida, reached bome last

week, from the North, where he purchased

1,000 Hayward rifles, and 5,000 Minnie mus-
kets for the use of the State.
S

The Senate has referred the nomination of

a Collector for the port of Charleston, to a

Committee.

The President is most bitterly denouneed

in the South Carolina newspapers.
. N i

g5 The telegraphic synopsis of the Gov-
ernor's Message, having taken the wire edge
off of the public desire, to know its nature and
recommendations, we proceed to publish the
ducument, leisurely, and by such instalments,
as will enable us. while giving it, in full, to
keep up with the current news of the day.
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VIRGINIA NEWS,

M. 8. Crocketr, esq., well known as ed-
itor of the Farm Journal, died of hemmorh-
are of the lungs on the 24d ult,, at the resi-
dence of his father in Wythe County. It
was only afew weeks ago that he visited
Scattsville, with a view of opening an acad-
emy there,

Frederick 8. Myles, esq., member of the
House of Delecates, from Lee county, was,
on Saiurday, while on the street, in Rich-
mond, seized with a fit and dropped down.
He was taken intoa house close by, and was
thenee removed to his hotel where medical
aid was repdered,  Ile was muceh improved.

The faculty of Lynchburg College, ina
truly commendable spirit, have determined
to edueate one indigent wmeritorious youth
for every church and charitable institution
in that city—I{ree of charge,

The Albemarle Insurance Company, at
its lust meeting, declared a  semi-unnual
dividend of six per cent—making we be-
lieve 14 per cent declared this year.
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Ax Ixcipest ar Pourress Svarer —Oaoe
of the Baltimoreans who recently returned
details an impressive incident that took
piace there ou Major Anderson tuking pos-
session. It is kuoown that the Awmerican
flng, broueht away from Fore Moultrie, was
[ raised wt Sumter precisely at noon on the
27th ult.., but the incidents of that “fHag
raising” have oot been related. A short
time before noon, Major Anderson assembled
the whole of his little foree, with the work-
men employved on the fort, around the foot
ol the thue-statf.  The naitional ensign was
attachied to the curd, and Major Anderson
holding the end of the lines 1n s hunds
knelt reverently down. The officers, sol-

them o their knees, all deeply impressed
[ with the solemnity of the seene,  The chap-
luin made an earnest prayer—such an ap-
| ]:t:;l[ for support, cncouragement and merey
as one wonld wake who fele that “‘man’s
extremity is Gol's opportunity.”  As the
earnest, sulemn words ol the speaker ceased,
and the men vespowded Amen, with a fer-
veney that perbaps they had never before
experienced, Major  Anderson drew  the
S Spangled  Baoner” up to the wp of
the stall, the band hroke out with the na-
tional air of <l Columbia,” and loud and

giving guarantees for future peace, inereases

the Secession feeling in the South, and ren- |
dars mors certain the entire dissolution of
t e Union, and the establishment of two or
mure confedoracies,
T2 e
Axorier Srare has seceded ! Another star
is stricken from the tlag of vur country.  The

telegraphic dispateh from Tallahasse, pub.
lished in yesterduy’s Giazette, antounced that
the Convention of FrLoripa bas passed a reso-
lution to the efieet that it was the right and
duty of the State tg guevde, by a vote of G2 to
d—anil the Ordinance of Seeession wus then
adopted.

e —————— =
The Peonsylvanian, warmly apposed to
Senator Douglas duriag the late Progdential
election, publishes the recent speechof 0

Senator, *‘as the rallying ¢ry of the Nory. !

orn Democracy and Northern comservatives,
whatever their Presidential preferences may
have been,”

e ——

Hon. Wm. Swith has been detained from

exultunt cheers, repeated again and  again,
| were given by the afficers, soldiers and
;I workmen.— /2800, Amer,
| Hawews's Fegry.—A detachment of sixty-
!:ui,‘_:ht dismonnted dragoons passed through
| Baltimore vesterday afternoon, from Carlisle
! P00 bareacks o H:[I‘]!:?I":- 1"1'1'1'_\', where i‘-!lt.‘}'
| are as o sagel Lor the Govern-
1 nent's armory and aiher property there,
| They were ordered thither on the requisi-
tivn of Superintendant Burboar, Mr. Buteler,
the Representative of the distrietin Congress
is understood 10 have strengly urged upon
the War Department that it would not be
wolitie to sened them there at this time,

The Washington Star says:—* o Sunday
nicht lnst there was a gathering of armed peo-

I H

burg, at Harper's Ferey, whose errand was
evidently to prevent the UL 8. rroops frem tak-
Cingr possession of the Government’s property

| there: it being rumored in that vicinity that
| the train of that eveniong would being up
truops to that end. The eitizens of Harper's
Ferry, however mave them to understand
‘t'.mt they would protect the Governmeni’s
I rights in their midst to the lust extremity

diers and wen clustered around, muany of

| ple prineipally from Churieston aond Martins- |

NEWR OF THE DAT.
T show the very age andbody of the Tikes.”

The House Comiittee of Thirty-three, on
Monday, had under consideration Mr. Win-
ter Davis’ amendment to the Fugitive Slave
law. An amendment, offered by Mr. Wash-
burn, of Wisconsin, guaranteeinga _trw,l by
jury in the State where the fugitive was
seized, was rejected by a vote of 8 against
10.  Mr. Davis’ amendment was then adop-
ted, guaranteeing a trial by jury in the State
where the fugitive escaped.

The Republican says of the Cabinet an-
nounced for Mr. Lincoln, by the New York
Tribune:—*“I'he statement of the Tribune
does not rest upon any information which
justifies the positive manner in which it is
made ; but still, the line of policy as respects
the South, which such appointments would
indicate, has unquestionably been resolved
upon at Springfield. Three of the Cabinet
officers will be given to the South.”

We see the following significant para-
graph in the accounts from Charleston:—
“The rich people of the State are called
upon to take the new State loan of 400,000,
and some coercion may be used it there is
any halt in subseribing. Most of the sum,
however, will be taken willingly, but the
rich who do not help the State pecuniarily,
will be marked.”

Petitions are circulating in New York
State, asking for a re-enactment of an old
State law, allowing citizeas of Southern
States to have slaves with them, in the State,
for pine months. Gov. Packer has recomn-
mended to the Peonsylvania Legislature a
re-enactment of its old six months' law, pro-
tecting slaves for six months, wiile sojourn-
ing with their masters.

The last comivunication from the South
Carolina Comwissioners was returned by
the President, with the comment that it was
not a proper ¢. mmunication to be addressed
to him ; in it the Commissioners directly -
pugn the good faith of the President, and
charge him with provoking a war with
South Carolina.

The Charleston Courier indignantly repu-
diates the idea that n mob is Included amonyg
the peculiar institutions of the Palmerto
State. According to the Courier's logic, a
crowd has only to be **tou large for any re-
sistance” to escape the imputtion of being
& mob.

A Cincinnati speaker, addressing a late
meeting in that eity, made the remark that

there is no large eity in any country on the
borders of another nationality, and predicted
that, if civil war ensues, the prosperity of
Cineinnati will be entirely destroyed,

A letter from Charleston, (S. C.,) in the
New York Puost, says there need be no ap-
prehension of repudiation.  The Southern
people will eertainly pay their bills as soou
us pussible, but they owe wore to their own
bunks than to the Northern people.

A St. Louis despateh, dated the Gth, says
that *the friendsof W. 11, Russell residing
in Lafayette county, Missouri, have signed
bonds amounting to a wmillion collars, which
will be tendered to the Federal authoritics
for his release from prison.”

Gordon, the New Orleans burglar, whose
desperate wounding and subsequent escape
from the bospital we have wentioned, was
re-captured on Friday night last, in an un-
tenanted house, where he had taken refuge.

A Maine correspondent of the Boston
Journal has declared that the “movement in
certain free States to repeal their personal
liberty laws, will not Le imitated” in that
State.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kean are coming to
the United States.  An entire new compuny
of Paris actors and actresses came over in
the Fulton, and the Freneh Theatre in New
York will soon open for the season.

Two men, naumed Babl and Williamson,
were seriously, and it is thought futully,
wounded by the explusion of a cannon, with
which they were firing a salute to Major
Aunderson, at Williamsport, Pa.

The Star of the West has cleared at New
York for New Orleans, and if she has any
troops on beard, 1s probably taking them to
the fortifications at the mouth of the Mis-
sissippl,

William Kent, son of the famous chancel-
lor, and hims=If a lawyer of high reputation,
died at his residence in Fishkill, N. Y., on
the 4th nstant,

Tharlow Weed, esq., reached Washington
eity on Saturday afternoon last.

1 SECESSIUS AND WAR!

SECESSION AND WAR!
SECESSION AND WAR!
NOW AND FOR A SHORT TIME ONLY!
NOW AND FOR A SHORT TiME ONLY!
In order to clear out
In order to elear out
THE REMAINDEROF OUR WINTER STOUCK,
THE REMAINDEROF OUR WINTER STOCK,
We will from this day out,
We will from this day out,
SELL AT NEW YORK FIRST COST,
SELL AT NEW YORK FilisT COsT,

AT COST. AT COST. AT COST-
AT COST. AT COST. AT COST.
As the season is rather advanced,

As the season is rather advauced,

We offer a beasutiful
We offer u beautitul
VARIETY OF SHAWLS AND CLOAKS,
VARIELY OF SHAWLS AND CLOAKS,
SAt 124 per cent.

At 124 per eent.

BELOW COST, BELOW CoOgT,
DELOW COST. BELOW COST.
In order to make room for
In order to wake room for
SPRING wOubDs!

SPRING wO0ODS!

e Call and see the indocementz ! Wo are
always willing, and ever ready, to show what we

advertise
18 80!
Is 50!

I8 80! [3 80!
15 50! I8 50!

C. L. & D. SICHER,
Corner King & Pitt-streets,

ERIODICALS FOR 188l.—>ulseribers to

the Foreign Reviews and Blackwood, Har-
pers’ Magazine, Cultivator, Country Gentleman,
Awerican Farmer, Hays' Medical Journal snd
News, Braithwaite's Retrospect, and other Peri-
adicals, are reminded that their subseriptions ter-
minated with the year 1560, and that the Maga-
zines will be discontinued, unless the order for the
present year is remewed.  Subseriptions payaebie
in advanee.
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ROBERT BELL. Avent.

NHINA AND JAPAN, beiue u Narrative of

J the Uruize of tive U, 8. Steam frigate Powhi
tan, in the years 1857, 758, "534, and 60, including
an aeeount of the Japanese Ewmbussy to the Uni
ted States, illusteated  with Lite Portrafts of the
Ewbassadors, and their principal officials, by Lt
James D, Johosten, U. S, N, Jate Exceutive offi-
cer uf the Powhatan, price $1 50,

Just published and fur sule by

jan ¥ ROBERT RELIL.

A POSITIVE AND UNFAILING CUHRE

FOR CONSUMPTION —Auy person awillie-

ted with Consumption, no matter ot how long
standing, or how desperate the case may be, ean
be perfeetly and permunently cured by stating
case and rewitting $2, when the rewmedy will be
imwediately forwarded by wail

Evidence of the most reliuhle nud responsible
cliaraeter, is at haud to prove the virtues of this

[
|
|
|

his seat inthe House of Representatives, for | until Virginia in her sovereign capacity |

some days past, in consequence of indisposi-
tion. e will, probably, resuwme bis duties
o a day or two,

| might leave the Uniun,

t Charleston and Martioshurg wisely conelu-
ding that they had got intw the wrong box,
left for their homes,

So the parties from | fjy,

[ MEDICINE.

All communicatisns will reccive
protnpt attention, A pustage stnmp must be sent
Lo puy return postage. My address is Glenmore,
Va. W. C. WILKINSON,
Glenmore, Buckingham Co,. V.. dec 18—wlm
OR SALE.—A desiruble farm containing about
563 ACRES, situated in Culpeper county, on
Rapid Ann River, nbout 34 miles from Ellig’
Mills. Torws reasonuble asto amount and tima.
Apply to LEWIS ELLIS.
Pine View, P. 0., Fauquior, co., sug 9—2awtl
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CORRESPONDENCE

Between the President and the Commission-
ers of South Carolina,

The Commissioners to the President.
WasuiNeroy, Dee. 28, 1860.

Sie: We have the houor to transmit to
you a copy of the full powers from the Con-
vention of the people of Suuth Caroling, un-
der which we zre *“*authorized and empower-
ed to treat with the Government of the
United States for the delivery of the forts,
mazazines, lighthouses, and other real
estate, with their appurtenances, in the
limits of South Carolivy; and also for an
apportionment of the public debt, and for a
division of all other property held by the
Government of the United States us agent
of the Confederated States of which South
Carolina was recently & member, and gene-
rally to negotinte as to all other measures
and arrangements prover to be made and
adepted in the existing relation of the par-
ties, and fur the centinunnce of peace and
amity between this Commonwealth and the
Government ab Washington,”

In the execution of this trust it is our
duty to furnish you, as we now do, with an
official copy of the Ordinance of secession
by which the State of South Carolina has
resumed the powers she delegated to the
Government of the United States, and has
declared her perfect sovereignty and inde-
pendence.

It would alsv have been our duty to have
informed you that we were ready to nego-
tiate with you upan all such questions as
are necessarily raised by the adoption of
this Ordinunce, and that we were prepared
to enter upon this negotiation with the earn-
est desire to avoid all annecessary and hos-
tile collision, and so to inanrurate our new
relutions as o seeure mutoal respect, gene-
ral advantage, and a future of good will
and barmony beneficial to all the parties
concerned.  But the eveuts of the last twen-
ty-four hours render such an assurance im-
possible.

We came here the representatives of an
authority which eould, at any time within
the past sixty days, have taken possession
ol” the forts in Charleston harbor, but which,
upon pledges given in a manper that we
nnot doubt, determined to trust to your
honor rather than to its own power.  Sinee
our arrival here an cfficer of the United
States, acting, as we are assured, not only
without, but against your orders, has dis-
mantled ene fort and oeenpied another, thus
altering, to a most important extent, the
condition of affuirs under which we cume.

Until these circumstanees ave explained
in o manner which relieves us ol all doubt
as to the spirit in which these negotiations
shall be conducted, we are foreed to suspend
all discussion us to any mrangements by
which our muteal interests might be amiva-
bly adjusted.

A, in conelusion, we wounld urge upon
you the immediate withdrawal of the troops
(rom the harbor of Charleston, Under pre-
sent  cirenmstunces they are o standing
menace which renders negotintion impossi-
Lle, and, as our recent experience shows,
threatens speedily o bring t a bloody issue
questions which ought to be sertied  with
temperance amd jodement. We have the
honor to be, very respectfully, vonr ohadient
servants, K. W, BARNWELL, )

JoL ADANS,
JAMES L. ORR,

To the PresipexTt of the United Staies,

Com’rz,

The President lo the Commissioners,
Woasuineron, Dec 30, 1560,

Gexrtreves @ [ have had the honor to re-
ceive your communication of the 28th iast,,
together with a copy ot “yeur full powers
from the Convention of the people of South
Caroling,” authorizing you o treat with the
Government of the United States on varions
important subjeets therein mentioned, and
wlso a copy of the Ovdinanee, benring date
on the 20th instant, declaring that *the
Union now subsistine between Sourh Uaro-
ling and other States, under the name of
the United States of Amerien, is hereby dis-
solved.”

to answer to this communication, 1 have
to say that iny position as President of the
United States was clearly defined in the
message to Congress on the 3d instant,  In
that I stated that “apart from the exeention
of the Lows, so fur as this may be practiea-
ble, the Exeentive has no authority 1o de-
eide what shall be the relations herween the
Federal Government and South Carolina,
IIe has been invested with no such disere-
tion.  He posseésses no power to chunge the
relations heretofre existing between them,
much less to acknowledyee the independence
of that State.  This would be to invest a
mere execative eficer with the power of re-
cognizing the dissolution of the Coufederacy
amony our thirty-three sovercign Stures. It
bears no resemblance to the recognition of a
foreign de fuefo Government, involving no
such respensibility.  Any attempt to do this
would, on his part, be a naked act of usur-
pation. 1t is, therefore, my dury to submit
to Congress the whole question in all its
Learings.”

Such is my opinion still. 1 could, there-
fure, meet yuu unly as private gentlenten of
the highest character, and was entirely wil-
ling to communicate to Congress any pro-
position you might have to make to that
buldy npon the subjeet.  Of this you were
well aware. It was my carnest desive that
such a disposition might be made of the
whole subject by Congress, who wlone pos-
sess the power, as to prevent the inaugara-
tion of a civil war between the parties in
regard to the possession of the Federal forts
in the harbor of Charleston, and I therefore
deeply regret that, in your opinion, *‘the
events of the last twenty-four hours render
this impossible.”

In conclusion, you urge upon me “the
immediate withdrawal of the troops {rom
the harbor of Charleston,” stting that “un-
der present circumstances they wre a stand-
ing menace, which render pegotintion im-
possible, und, 25 our recent experience
shows, threaten speedily to bring to u bloody
issue questions which ought to be sertled
with temperance aud judgment.”

The reason for this change in yonr posi-
tion is, that since your arrival in Washing-
ton “un oflicer ot the United Siates, acting,

as we (you) are assured, notoniy without |

but against your (my) orders, has disman-
tled one fort and occupied another—thus al-
tering to a most important exient the condi-
tion of affalrs ander which we (you) eame,”
You also allege that yvou eame here “the
representatives of an authority which could,
at any time within the past sixty days, have
taken possession of the forts i Charleston
hurbor, Lut which, apon pledges given in a
manner that we (you) eannot doubi, deter-

mined to trust to vour (my) hoior rather |

thun to its power.”

This brings me to a consideration of the |

nature of those alleged pledees, and in what
manner they have been observed,

In wy message of the 34 of December
last, T stated, in regard to the property of
the United Stares tn South Caroling, thuat it

“has Leen purehased for a fair equivalent, |

by the consent of the Lesislarare of the

State,” fur the erection of forts, magazines, av- |

senals, &, and over these the auihority o

exercise pxelusive legishtion” has been ex- !
pressly granted by the Constitution 1o Con- |

gress. leis not helieved thatany atteinpt will
be made o expel the United States from this
property by force: but il in this 1 should
prove to he mistuken, the officer in command

of the furts has received orders to act strigt- |

ly on the defensive. In such a eontingency
the responsibility for consequances would
rightfully rest upon the heads of the us-
sailants.

This being the condition of the parties, on

Saturday, Sth of Deceniber, four uf the Rep-
resentatives from South Caroling called up-
on me and requested an interview. We had
ad earnest conversation on the subject of
| these forts, and the best means of prevent-
{ing 2 collision between the parties, for the
{ purpose of sparing the effusion of blood. I
| suggested, for prudential reasons, that it
| would be best to put in writing what they
'said to me verbally. * They did so according-
| ly, and on Monday morning, the 10th inst.,
 three of thein prescoted to me a paper sign-
jed by all the Representatives {rum South
Carolina, with a single exception, of which
the fullowing isa copy :

Wasmiseron, Yrn Decesser, 1860,
To His Fecellency James Buchanan,

LPresident of the Uniled Stales:

1o complianee with our statement to you
yesterduy, we now express to you our strong
convictions that neither the constituted au-
theritics, nor any body of the people of the
State of South Careling, will either attack
or molest the United States forts in the har-
bor of Charieston, previously to the action
of the Convenrtion, and we bope and believe
notuntil an effer has been made through an
aceredited representative to negotiate for an
amicable wrrangement of all martters between
the State and the Federal Guvernment, pro-
vided that no reinforcements shall be sent
into those forts, and their relative military
stutus shall remain as ot present.

Jouxy MeQurees,
M. L. BoNnay,
W. W. Boveg,
Lawrexce M. Kerrr.,

And here T must, in justice to myself, re-
mark that ac the time the paper was present-
ed to me 1 objected o the word “provided,”
us it might be coustrued into an agreement
on my purt which 1 never wouid make.—
They said that nothing was farther from
their intention ; they did not so understand
it, and I should not su consider it.  Itis ev-
ident they ceald enter into no reciprocal
agreement with me on the subjeet. They
did notprofess to huve the authority to dothis
and were acting in their individunl charae-
ter. I considered it as nothing more, in ef-
fuct, than the promise of highly houurable
gentlemen to exert their influenee {or the
purpose expressed.  The event has proven
that they have faithfully kept this promise,
although I have never sinee reccived u line
from any voe of them, or from any member
of the Convention ou the subject. It is well
known that it was my determination, and
this | freely expressed, not to reinforce the
forts in the harbor, and thus produce 1 col-
lision, until they had been actually attacked,
or until I had certain evidence that they
were about to be atracked.  This paper 1 re-
ceived most cordinlly, and considired it as a
happy vmen that peace might be still pre
served, and that time might Le thus wiven
for refloction.  This is the whole fonndation
for the alieged pledge.

But I acted in the same manner as |
wanld have done had I entered into a posi-
tive und formal agreement with partices ea-
pable of contracting, although suelan agroe-
ment would buve heen un ooy part, from the
nature ol my eificinl duties, impossible, —
The world knows that | bave never sent aiy
reinforeements to the furts  in Chavleston
harhor, and | have certainly never suthor-
ized uny change to be made “in their el
tive military status.”  Bearing upon this
subject, I refer you to an order issued by
the Secretary of War, on the Llth instant,
to Mujor Anderson, but not brought to my
notice until the 2lst instant. Itis as fol-
lows

S Mewmorandion of verliul instructions o Maj.
dwiderson, Post  Avtillery conLired Creyg,
Fori Moullvie, South Coroline.

“You are aware of the great anxiety of
the Seerctary of War that a collision ot the
troops with the people of this State shall be
avoided, and of his studied determination
pursue u course with reference to the milita-
ry foree and forts in this harbor which shall
guard apainst such a collision. e has,
thercivre, carefully abstaived from increas-
ing the force at this point, or taking any
mensures which might add to the present
excited state of the public mind, or which
would throw any doubt on the confidenece be
feels that South Carolina will not attempt by
violence to obtain possession of the public
works, or interfere with their occupaney.

Rt as the connsel and acts of rash and
impuisive persons, may possibly diszppoint
these expectations of the Government, he
deams it proper that you should be prepur-
ed with instructions to moeet so unhappy a
contingeney,  Ie has, therefore, directed
me verbilly to give you such instructions.

“You are carefully to avoid every act
which would needlessly tend to provoke ag-
gression, and fuor that reason you are not
witheut necessity, to teke up any position
which could be consrrued into the assumyp-
tivn of a hestile attitude; but you are w
hold possession of the furts in this harbor,
and, if attacked, yeu arve to defend yourself
to the last extremity. The smallness ot
your foree will not permit you, perhaps, to
oceupy more than one ol the three furts, but
an aitack en, or atiempt to take ypossession
of either of them, will beregarded us an
act of Lostifity, and you may then put your
command into either of them which you
may deem most proper to ineeense its power
of resistance.  You are also authorized
tuke similar steps whenever you have tangi-
ble evidence of & desigo to proceed to a hos-
tile act. D. P, Burier,

“Assistant Adjutant tGeperal,

“Fore Moverkig, (S, C.) Dee. 11, 1860,

“Thisis in conformity to my instructions
to Major Buell,

“John B. Provo, Seeretary of War,”

These were the last instractions trunsmit-
ted 0 Major Anderson belore his removal to
Fort Suwter, with a single exception, in re-
gard to o particular which does not in any
degree affect the present question., )

Under these circumastances it is clear that
Major Aoderson acted upon his own respon-
sibifity, and withont wuchority, unless, iu-
deed, he had “tangible evideneeol o desien
to proceed to a hostile act” vn the purt of
the aurhorities of Suuth Carolina, which has
not yet heen alleged.  Seill hie is 4 brave and
honorable officer, and justice requires that
he should not be condemnped without a fuir
| hearing.

Le this ac it way, when I dearned that
Mujor Auderson had lele Fort Moulivie and
proceeded o Fort Sumiter my first prompt-
tngs were o commaad him w return to his
forner position, and there o await the con-
t.ing,;nuvir-.w‘ }ll‘t-.'!-if'lli-t'il in his instructious,—
This could only have been done with anv
degree o safety o the command by the con-
curience of the South Caroling aathorities,
Buat before any step coulid pussibly have Leen
wken o this direction we received inlorma-
tion thue the *Palmerto flae floated out 1o
the breeze at Castle Pickuney, and a laree
military {oree went over last night (the 27th}
[ 1o Fort Moultrie.”  Thus the authorities of
' South Caroling, without waiting or asking

tor any explanations, and doubtless beliey-

L ing, as you haveexpressad it, that the offiver

 hand aeted notonly without but agains, my

orders, on the very next day alter the night

Pwhen the removal was wade seized, by a

military  foree, two of the three Federal
| torts in the laybor of Charleston, and have
covered them under theiv own tlag, instead
ol that of the United Srates.

At this glovmy period of our Listory, stari-
ling events suceeed each other rapidly. Oy
the very dav, the 27ch instant, that Posses-
sion uf these two forts was taken, the Pal-
metto lag was raised over the Federal cus-
+ tom house und post office in Charleston: and
on the same day every officer of the customs
—Caollector, Naval Officer, Survevor, ynd
Appraiser—resignad their offices.  And this,

"although it was well kaown from the lap.°

—
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guags of my itessage, that asan Edecutive
officer I felt myself bound th colledt the reve-
nue at the port of Charleston under the ex-
isting laws, Io the harbor of Charleston
we now find three. forts ¢onfronting each
other, over all of whick the Federal flag
ficuted only four days ago; but now, over
two of them, this flag has bheen supplanted,
ana the Pulmetto flag has been substituted
in its stead.

It is under these circumstances that I am

urged immeldiately to withdraw the troops

from the harbor of Charleston, and am in-
formed thut without this, negotiation is im-
possible. This I cannot do; this I will not
do. Such an idea was never thought of by
me, in any possible contingency. ‘No such
allusion had been made in any communica-
tion between myself und apy human being.

But the inference i, that I am bound to
vithdraw the troops from the only fort re-
muioing in the possession of the United
States, in the harbor of Charleston, because
the officer there in command of all the forts
thought proper, without instructions, to
change his position from one of them to
another. :

At this point of writing, I have received
information by telegraph, from Capt. Hum-
phreys, in command of the Arsenal at
Charleston, that “it has to-day (Sunday, the
50th) heews taken by force of arms.” "It is
estimated that the munitions of war belong-
ing to the United States in this ar:enal are
worth balf a willion of dollars,

Cumament js needless. After this infor-
mution, 1 have only to add that, whilst it is
zy duty to defend Fort Sumter as a portion
of the public property of the United States
aguinst bostile attacks, from whatever (quar-
ter they muy come, by such means as 1 may
possess for this purpose, I do not perceive
how such a defence can be construed into
a menace against the city of Charleston.

With great personal regard, I remain,
yours, very respeetfully,

_ JAMES BUCHANAN,
To Hunorable Rosert W. BarNweLL, JAMES
H. Avass, Javes L. Org.

[The reply of the Commissioners to the
above letter, being the conclusion of the Cor-
respondence, will be published in our next.]
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VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE.

The Senate assembled on Monday.

In the absence of Lieut. Gov. Montague,
the Senate was called to order by Mr. Day,
un whose wotion Mr, Johuson, of Bedford,
wis cidled to the Chair.

The roll was called, and twenty-eight
Senators responded to their numes,

The proclamation of the Governor, con-
vening the (iencral Assembly, was then
vewl by the Clerk.

Aflter the Governor’s Muessage was receiy-
ed and disposed of, Mr. Douglass offered the
following joint resolutious, which, under
the rules, were laid over:

Nesolved by the General dssembly of Vir-
giwia, Thag, in the judgment of this Gene-
rai Assembly, the use of force by the Fede-
ral Government, by land or sea, directly or
indivectly, for the purpose of maintaining
Union among the States of our Confedera-
ey, would of itsell” be destructive of the true
spirit of the federative system, subversive
of the ends for which it was econstructed,
and revolationary in all its natural and in-
evitihla results.

tesulved, Thatwhen any of these States,
in the orderly exevcise of its sovereign will,
shall sepurate itself from the rest, and re-
suming the powers heretofore delegated to
the Federal Government. at the same time
renounces the benefits and obligations of the
same, Virginia will not consent that the
St te so separating itself shall be coerced
into re union, either by the exercise of the
war power directly against such State, or
by the use of wilitary force agaiost the in-
dividual citizens thereof.

Resolved, That Virginia ought to, and
will, resist all attempts by the Federal Goy-
ernment thus to overthrow and destroy the
Union, and will regard any forcible mea-
sures tuken against any of the constituent
members, who shall have dissolved their con-
nection with it, as dangerous to her freedom
aod securily, and demandiog the must ac-
tive preparativns for defence.

Ui motion ot Mr. Thompson, the Commit-
tee of BMilitary Atfhirs was instructed to re-
port a plan for putting the State in the best
possible condition of defence.

Un motion of Mr. Wickham, the same
committee was instructed to inguire into
the expediency of making additional appro-
priations for the military defences of the
Staie.

Mr. Thomas offered the following, which,
on moticn of Mr. Douglass was laid upon
the table:

Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s
message as relates to our Federal Relations,
Le referred to a Seleet Committee of fifteen,
to Le chosen [rom the fifreen Electoral Dis-
tricts of the State, by the Senate.

Alfter vesolutions of respeet to the memo-
ries of I'red. W. Colemun and Alex. Joncs,
Senntors, who have died since the last ses-
sion. were adopted—

The Seoate adjourned.

The House of Delegates was ealled to or-
der by Speaker O. M. Crutchiield, who de-
livered a short, but neat and telling speech.
e expressed the sense ot his deep appreci-
ativn ot the important duties which awaited
the consideration of the General Assembly,
and iovoked the patience, ealmness, and
firmuess of each member, charging them to
recollect that the eyes of all interested in the
affuirs of the whole nation were upon them.
Virginia demanded the best service of her
suns, and he congeatulated himsel! that from
his acquaintance with the House that the
mother wouid not be disappointed, Ile ad-
vised a4 prompt  disposal of all business
which might be brought before the Assem-
bly, and ae the same time distinetly announe-
ed us his opinion that the Assembly should
remain in continued session until after the
4th ol March at least, and so long thereaf-
ter as the exigency o the evente may demand.

A message from  the Governor way re-
ceived,

The vote being taken, 1,500 copiesof the
Message were ordered to be printed.

The following resolutions were offered by
Mr. Bassell, of Upshur:

esolved, by the General Assembly of Vir-
ginia, Thar the Union being formed by the
assent of the Stares, respectively, and being
consistent only with {reedom and the Repul-
liein tnstitntions guaranteed to cach, canaot,
and oughe not, to be maintained by force.

That the Gavernment of the Union has no
power to declare ov make war ugainst any
ot the Srates which have been its constitu-
ent menibers,

P'hat any effort by that Government to
ceerceiny State to re-union or-submission,
whether under the claim of enforeing the
I:1\\;~; agaitsi citizens or otherwise should
and will be esteemed by Virginia, from com-
munity u!’ hiterests and relations, as war on
herlikewise—tu be resisted to the utmost of
her mesns and power. .

P :

Mr. Robertson, of Richmond city, offer-
ed as an amendment to the above :

Resulved, T.hut s0 much of the Governor’s
Message us vefers to the suhject of “*coercion”

t by the General Government of a State of the

Union, he referred to a committee of fifteen
witl instruction to report thereon immedi-
ately.

The amendment was adopted, and then
a:fterw_:u-da the resolution as amended. The
‘llowing comwittee was appointed and
went into session immediately :—Messrs.
Robertson, of Richmond; Bassell, of Upshur;
Yerby, of Northampton; Seddon, of Stafford:
Hopkins, of Washington: Chapman, of Mon.
roe; Martin, of Henry; Wood, of Albemarle;

- |

Anderson, of Botetomd Cowan, of Prestons
Duckwall, of Morgan; Ball, of Loudoun;

Grattan, of Rockingham; Welch, of
Carter, of Lancaster. ;

Mr. Bassell supported Irid fesolution. Mer,
Yerby the substitute offer ed by Mr. Robert-
son. Mr. Seddon favored speedy action,

_ Mr. Kemper of Madison. offered the follow-
ing:

Resolved, That a Commi'ttee of Fifteen ba
appointed with instructions to report at the
earliest practicable time a bill providing for
a Cunvention of the peuple of Virginia

Unanimously adopted, und time taken by
the Speaker to appuint the Conmittee.

Mr. Anderson offered the following :

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's
Message as relates to the James River and
Kanawha Company, be reterred to the Com-
mittee on Roads and Internal Navigation,
with instructions to_inquire into the expedi-
eocy of incorporating the Virginia Canal
Company, upon the basis of the exccutory
agreement entered into hy Messrs. Bellot
des Minieres, Brothers & Co., with the said
James River and Kanawha Company, on the
1st day of September, 1860. Adopted.

Resolutions of enquiry were offered by
Mr. Keen, of reporting a bill for the enact-
ment of a stay law; by the same, of legaliz-
ing the suspension of the Banks of the Com-
monwealth. i

The House, at 34 oclock, took a recess
until 3. i

The Speaker called
5 o’clock.

the Ilouse to order at

Mr. Christian moved to reconsider the re-

solution appointing a committee with in-
structions to bring io a bill fur a State Con-
vention. Ile said that the resolution, as
passed appeared to commit this House unan-
imously, und without any discussion, 1o the
proposition for a Convention ; a proposition
the most important perbaps, which it was
pussible for this 1louse to adopt under exist-
ing circumstances, certainly it is a question
which ought to be considered deliberately
and in a full Iuuse representing all of Vir-
givia. The resolution passed this morning
in face of the fact that many mewmbers had
not yet arrived, that the~roll had not even
been called to ascertain if there was a quo-
rum present, as the Constitution requires to
transact any business. It was offered amidst
the cunfusion incidens 1o the exciting ques-
tion coucerning the duty of the State to re-
sist coercion, and as the large committee pp-
pointed to consider it was reciring. The at-
teation of the House was not called to it on
the general supposition that it was a mere
resolution of inquiry as to the expediency of
a Conventiun, nut absolutely determining the
question in this summary manner.

Mr. Kemper detailed the eircumstances
connected with the passage of the resolution
—thought that all members bad been suftici-
ently warned of its introduction and the pur-
port by his remarks upon presenting it, and
the distinct reading of the Clerk. e moved
the ayes and noes on Mr. Christian’s motion,
which resulted us follows—ayes 31, noes T1.

Mr. Robertson, Chairmun of the Commit-
tee of Fifteen, reported the following resolu-
tions:

L. Resoleed by the General Assembly, That
the Union heing formed by the assent of the
States respectively, and being consistent only
with freedom and the republican institutions
guaranteed to each, eannut and ought not,
w be maintained by force.

2d. That the Government of the Union
has no power 1o declare or make war against
any of the States which have been its con-
stituent members,

3d. That when any one or more of the
States have determined, or shall determine,
under existing cirumstances, to withdraw
from the Union, we are unalterably opposed
1o any attempt ou the part of the Federal
{overument, to coerce the sumne into re-union
or submission, and that we will resist the
same by all the means in vur power.

Mr. Kemper sustained the resolutions.
Mr. Watts moved to lay on the table and
print. Mr. Boreman opposed the adoption
af the resolutions in an earnest, if not im-
pressive manner. Mr. Christian called for
the reading of the resolutions for purposes
of information.  They were again read, at
the request of Mr. Robertsun, of R., who pro-
ceeded to explain their meaning according
to his understanding.

The resolutions being put on their pas-
sage, the roll wus called, and they passed—
ayes 112, noes 5—{ Messrs. DBoreman, Mor-
rig, Porter, Richardson and Watts.]

The following resolutions were adopted:
By Mr. Keen: That the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs inquire into the expediency of
providing by law for the availability of the
appropriation made at the last session for the
arming of the State, and of an addition
thereto not exceeding teo millions of dollars;
by Mr. Gibson, referring that part of the Gov-
ernor's Message, recommending an amend-
ment to section 11th of chapter 212 of the
Code of Virginia to the Committee of Courts
of Justice.

_ Adjourned.

DIVIDEND NOTICES.
Baxg of THE OLp DoMiNios, |
January Tth, 1861,
IVIDEND.—The President and Direetors of
the Bank of the Old Dowinion have declar-
ed a dividend of three per ceut. out of the earn-
ings of the Jast six months, subject to a deduetion
vt a quarter of one per cent. bonus to the State,
lewving twoand three quarters nett, payable to ths
Stockholders on and after the 15th inst.
jan S5—d2w P, E. HOFFMAN, Cashicr.

[VIDEND.—The President and Directors of
the Exchunge Bank of Virginia have de-
clured o dividend of 3§ per eent., subjeet to a de-
duction of t per cent. bunus, payuble on the 1ith
inst,, in ecurrency.
jan 8—d2w W, P. STROTIHER, Cashier.
[VIDEND.—The President and Directors of
the Farmers' Bunk of Virginia have deelured
a dividend of three und three guarters per cent.
for the lust six montbs, puyable iu currency on
the Sth inst., subject to a deduction of a quarter
per cent. konus to the State, leaving 34 per cent,
nett, peyable to the Stockholders.
jun 8—d2w J. A, SMITH, Cashier.

MEDICAL CARD.
C. WILKINSON offers his services to the

. public in the treatment of Cancer, Con-
sumption, and all Seeret Disenses. Twenty years
suceessiul use of his remedies in curing Caueer,
Consumptivn, and all Secret Diseascs, gives them
o cluim Lo publie favor, Medicines sent to urder.
All communijcations promptly attended to.
fHenmore, Va.,jan S—ilim

UR FRIENDS WILL TAKE NOTICE, ull
our accounts have been made off to January
Ist, 1861, and distributed, It is very desirable
that they should receive immediate attention
We most respectfully request all that can pessibly
do s0 to cull and settle, thereby saving us the
tretublu_ of calling upon themw.
_Jun 8 ASIHBY & W0OD.
ﬁ FOR RENT.—The lurge and desirable two

G story BRICK DWELLING, on Ciwmeron
Btreet, at present occupied by the Rev. Wm. C.
Blount. Possession given about the widdle of
January. For terms, spply at FRENCH'S Book
and Periodical Store, 104 King-street.

jan 2—tf

OARD WANTED—By u gentleman and wife

in a private fumily, where there are no other
boarders  Address C., at this office,

ian T—31% =

T 0ST—On PFriday, » MEERCSHAUM PIPE

WL green moroeco case, with amber steh—

The tinder will be suitably rewarded by loaving it

at this office. jum 79t

150 SACKS G. A, SALT, part of cargoof

JU ship %ﬁuntsmun," direct from Liver

pool, in store and for sale by

dec § FOWLE & CO.

] * SALT TO ARRIVE.

2 30 SACKS G. A, SALT on the Wiy
. which will be sold in lots to suit, 8¢

low rates. [jan 3] GRAY, MILLER & CO._

RIME NEW SHOULDERS, SIDES AND
BREAST PIECES BACON, just reeeive
an:ll for sale by * J. E. DOUGLASS
a0 20 !
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